Lemn Sissay (b 1968)
Sissay was born in Billinge in the United Kingdom. He says, 'I am British, of course I'm British. But being British and black are two different things... the system here doesn't accept the Britishness of Blacks.' Two collections of his have been published: Perceptions of the Pen and Tender Fingers in a Clenched Fist. He is a regular performer of his work and has performed his poems in South Africa.
Spell me freedom
1. Spell me freedom 
2. And make it simple   
3. So when I eat 
4. It shall not make me sick
5. Spell me freedom
6. And make the ingredients carefully
7. So when I drink
8. It does not make me choke
9. Spell me freedom
10. And whisper it quietly
11. So when we speak
12. It does not give me a headache
	
13. Spell me freedom 
14. And bake it fresh
15.  So when I'm thirsty 
16. It shall not make me dry
	
17. Spell me freedom
18. And stir it quickly
19. So when I taste
20. It shall not burn my tongue
21. Spell me freedom
22. And tell the joke well
23. So that when I laugh
24. It shall not unveil into hopeless tears
25. Spell me freedom
26. and cradle each word
27. That when I use them
28. They shall not crack like spines
	
	NOTES
Spell me freedom
1. Spell me freedom 
2. And make it simple   
	
	If you spell a word to a ________ you explain to the ________ how the word is put ________. 
	In the ________ of this poem the poet may want a detailed explanation of what ________ is.
	He ________ it should be mades ________. 
3. So when I eat 
4. It shall not make me sick
	He compares the explanation of what ________ is with baking and ________. If you dish up ________(explain it) it should not make him ________(nauseous)
5. Spell me freedom
6. And make the ingredients carefully
	Explain to me what ________ is. This time he ________ the act of explaining freedom with ________ ingredients.
7. So when I drink
8. It does not make me choke
	Your ________ must be ________ so that when he ________ it in (figuratively) he will not choke. If you present the ________ of freedom in the form of a drink, he must not choke when he ________ it.
9. Spell me freedom
10. And whisper it quiet
11. Explain freedom to me ________. Don’t get ________ while doing it. Say it quietly
12. So when we speak
13. It does not give me a headache 
	The speaker does not want to get a ________ when he talks about freedom to ________.
14. Spell me freedom
15. And bake it fresh
	The ________ of freedom must now be like a ________ baked item.
16.  So when I'm thirsty 
17. It shall not make me dry
	You expect him to eat of the baked explanation but now he says the explanation must not be like a drink that makes you thirsty. This is antithesis. How can a drink make you thirsty?
	
18. Spell me freedom
19. And stir it quickly
	Freedom must now be explained as if you are ________ something. It must be done with ________ or the dish may be spoiled.
20. So when I taste
21. It shall not burn my tongue
	When he tastes the explanation of what ________ is, it must be ________, it must not burn his .________
22. Spell me freedom
23. And tell the joke well
	Now the poet reveals that he is sarcastic when he refers to freedom. He thinks that freedom is a joke, maybe it does not really exist.
24. So that when I laugh
25. It shall not unveil into hopeless tears
	Once again he uses antithesis. He wants to ________ at your explanation of freedom but it will bring tears to his eyes. Hopeless tears ________ mabye true freedom does not really ________. Unveil means reveal.
26. Spell me freedom
27. and cradle each word
	When you explain freedom this time you must ________ each word. If you cradle something you care for it. You place a ________ in a cradle. It creates an image of ________ and vulnerability. Freedom is ________ precious and should be cradles.
28. That when I use them
29. They shall not crack like spines
	When the poet uses the words of freedom that you have ________ him, he does not want it to be meaningless. A spine is vulnerable. If ________ spine cracks, that thing is useless. If you show some spine you ________ strength. Something with a weak spine will not be admired and ________ no chance to survive. The poet desperately wants freedom to have ________ meaning.
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