	SONNET 71
	PARAPHRASE

	No longer mourn for me when I am dead
	You can mourn for me when I am dead, but no longer

	Then you shall hear the surly sullen bell
	Than when you hear the solemn-sounding bell*

	Give warning to the world that I am fled
	Announce to the world that I have gone

	From this vile world, with vilest worms to dwell:
	From this vile world, to live with the worms (in the grave):

	Nay, if you read this line, remember not
	If you read this line, do not remember

	The hand that writ it; for I love you so
	The hand that wrote it; for I love you so much

	That I in your sweet thoughts would be forgot
	That I would rather you forget me completely

	If thinking on me then should make you woe.
	If thinking about me when I am gone would make you upset.

	O, if, I say, you look upon this verse
	O, if you look upon this sonnet

	When I perhaps compounded am with clay,
	When my body has become mixed with the dust and dirt,

	Do not so much as my poor name rehearse.
	Do not even mention my insignificant name.

	But let your love even with my life decay,
	But let your love decay in the same way that my life rots away,

	Lest the wise world should look into your moan
	So that the malicious people in world do not pry into your grief

	And mock you with me after I am gone.
	And use your relationship with me to mock you after I am dead.

	ANALYSIS
[Line 2]* At funerals during the Renaissance, one could pay to have the "passing-bell" rung as many times as the deceased was alive, as a tribute to his or her life. 















Theme:	  Asking a ______ not to ________ about his death
Intention: At all cost the poet's ______ and the almost sacred _______ of the __________ must be ___________ from the scornful ________ of the world so that their  ________ becomes _________: so that it lives on through the ________ of the verse - the sonnet itself - to touch the hearts of ___________ readers forever

Sonnet 71 - William Shakespeare
1. No longer mourn for me when I am dead

Tone: Direct & __________________
Mood: sorrowful & _______________ "surly sullen bell"
Mourn: grieve, weep, feel _________ for someone who has died
surly: _____________
sullen: gloomy, ___________
Surly sullen: _____________ = melancholy __________ of the bell, contributes to sombre atmosphere
Rhythm: depicts slow ______________ of the bell

3. Give warning to the world that I am fled
4. From this vile world, with vilest worms to dwell
repetition: vile & vilest = ___________ for this earthly world
macabre: body being eaten by ___________
tone: _________ of death, loathing for life
Mood: bitter ____________ for one's inevitable fate
fled: gone, to have __________ away
vile: bad, ___________; terrible

5. Nay, if you read this line, remember not
tone: more ___________________
pause in the middle of the line
Why should he not remember?
nay: old _______________ word for no

6.  The hand that writ it; for I love you so
mood: emotional ___________________ "for I love you so"
tone: moving __________________ of love
contrast: expression of love ____________ with sadness and _____________ in earlier lines
writ: _________________

7. That I in your sweet thoughts would be forgot
contrast: there is a _______________ between the ___________ poet and his friend who is able to think "sweet thoughts.
adjective sweet: refreshing = _______________ of the friend
Meaning: the poet wants his friend's _____________ to remain sweet and joyous. It must not be spoiled by his death.

8. If thinking on me then should make you woe
tone: _______________ and sincere when he addresses his friend
quartet: ends with open ____________ "woe" 
woe: upset, troubled, sad
9. O, if, I say, you look upon this verse
Interjection: "O" emotional _____________________ of poet's heart
Tone: sense of ___________________ and rising emotion

10. When I perhaps compunded am with clay,
Diction: word order is changed around to achieve _____________ with "decay"
Compounded: mixed with, combined, made a part of

11. Do not so much as my poor name rehearse.
12. But let your love even with my life decay,
Suggestion of _________________ in lines 11-12
Mood: highlight the speaker's _______________ of the sadness of the whole situation
Tone line 11: self-effacing tone, shows a remarkable ____________ to love in a way that is neither possessive nor selfish. Shows he loves his friend _________________ and is ____________________ 'letting him go'.

13. Lest the wise world should look into your moan
14. And mock you with me after I am gone.
Concluding couplet
Satire: ______________ the wise world and refers with ___________ to the attitudes and values of his contemporary society

If his friend is sad, people will ask him why he is sad. The _________ love he had for his friend will them be _____________ by gossip and curiosity

Tone: a sharply observed and ______________ observation of the attitude of the world

QUESTIONS:
1. In the first line: what does the poet request of his friend?
	The poet requests his friend not to grieve after his death
2. “....the surly sullen bell”
	2.1	What atmosphere is created here?
	A sombre atmosphere
	2.2	Which figure of speech does Shakespeare use here?
	Alliteration, the repetition of the consonant “s” in “surly” and “sullen”
3. What is the poet’s attitude to life? Quote from the poem to support your answer.
	He has a repugnance/loathing of life: “ ...this vile world”
4. Consider the lines: “That in your sweet thoughts would be forgot” (line 7) and “...Do not so much as my poor name rehears” (line 11)
	4.1	Why does the poet urge his friend to fulfil the above wishes?
	The poet does not want his friend to cling onto past memories of their relationship
	4.2	What do these requests tell us about the poet’s attitude to his friend?
	He does not want grief and sorrow to spoil the friend’s opportunity for happiness in life. The poet’s love is unconditional; he is selfless in his affection. The poet puts the friend’s psychological needs and interests before his own.
5. Look at the concluding rhyming couplet:
	5.1	Explain these lines in your own words.
	The poet is scornful of “the worl” and wants to protect his friend from the intrusive, idle gossip of society. He wishes to preserve the privacy of the friend’s emotions and the integrity of their relationship. The poet won’t allow others to demean or mock the friendship in any way.
	5.2	Comment on the poet’s tone her.
	Ironic, verging on satire
6. How long does the poet advise his friend to mourn his death?
	Only while the funeral bells tolls
7. Why could he describe the bell as “surly sullen”
	It is unforgiving, relentless, unfriendly, not a happy bell.
8. He is leaving this world - what sort of world has it been for him?
	“Vile world” he calls it - it seems bad.
9. What does he expect the place where he is going to be like? Quote one word form the firsts quatrain to support your answer.
	He doesn’t anticipate a paradise because it will be filled with worms. “vilest”
10. Look at the second quatrain. Why does the want to be forgotten by his friend?
	If  thinking of him saddens his friend, he’d rather be forgotten so his friend can be happy.
11.  Look at the third quatrain. Explain in simple English:
	11.1 When I compounded am with clay 
	When I am mixed with clay/when I am buried in the ground
	11.2 Do not my poor name rehearse
	Do not practise/call out/repeat my name
	11.3 “...let your love ... Decay”
	Let your love rot/let your love die away/ let your affection rot/die away
12. Look at the rhyming couplet. Paraphrase i.e put into your own words what he is telling his friend.
	Don’t mourn me, so that the world has no reason to tease/ridicule you putting your energy into being sad for me.
13. Try to give in one sentence the essence of the attitude he is trying to get his friend to adopt towards his death. Many people still have this attitude today. Maybe an example is: The king is dead. Long live the king!
	Life goes on.
	
	
Notes:
Shakespeare's Sonnet 71 is in a group of sonnets where he was writing about his own mortality. He is anticipating his death and speculating on the memory that may live on in the mind of the person for whom he has a very deep affection. It is likely that the person whom he is addressing in the poem is a younger man hence the speaker is aware that he will die before this younger man. His melancholy mood has probably been brought on by the knowledge that he is growing old and he cannot escape death. In addition the hopelessness that he feels suggests that he seems to lack faith at this point in his life. He also seems to be insecure and anxious and is concerned that their friends will mock their relationship and the way the young man may mourn his death possibly deriding his lack of good taste in befriending Shakespeare in the first place. The forces present in the poem are the power of love that knows no limits, and that does not want the young man to suffer as a result of the relationship and the desire to be remembered after death and to be loved beyond the grave. Each of the three quatrains persaudes the young man not to grieve for him and not even to remember his name, to forget him 
The couplet reveals the reason for the earlier appeals. He is concerned about the young man's reputation and fears that some cynical people may mock him for mourning his older friend and indeed for having been involved in that relationship in the first place  
In reality the couplet does not strengthen the argument expressed in the quatrains: the abandonment of cherished memories of a loved one and the negation of deep feelings because of the opinions of others.  The "surly sullen bell" in the first quatrain could be one of two kinds of bells associated with death: the death bell which was tolled at the hour of death,  in other words immediately after death, or the bell that was rung before or immediately after a funeral service. In the light of line 3, the former kind of bell seems to be the more lightly meaning. There is almost a feeling of resentment in the choice of "surly" and "sullen". "Surly" mean gloomy and begrudging  and "sullen" suggesting unresponsive and sober. This attitude is reinforced in the repetition of vile and vilest.
By using the introductory word "Nay" at the beginning of the second quatrain the poet is suggesting that there could be some kind of protest on the part of the recipient of the request and he is denying this. His own deep love for the young man is openly expressed in the second quatrain yet despite the intense desire to remain in the thoughts of those who one loves he wants to relinguish even that delight and expresses the desire to be forgotten if remembrance of him should make the friend sorrowful. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The third quatrain is introduced with another interjection,"O, I say" suggesting that this is a cry from the heart. His wretched feelings and his despair had been abandoned by the friend are at there most intense in this quatrain. His use of "wise" in the couplet is ironic. The implication is that the people of the world are know alls and busy bodies and that they will gossip about his friend and their friendship to the extent that it will cause him pain. This is what the poet wants to spare his young friend. He sees the world as a harsh place. and wants to spare his friend from being judged and mocked as much as the aging poet. The couplet makes it clear that the poet's love is so deep that he is prepared to  be entirely forgotten if this can spare his beloved from being hurt.
