


The Coexistence of Good and Evil

Moral
0 exploration of the moral nature of human beingg that is,

whether people are essentially good or essentially evil ' '
l Good I l Evil I

0 approaches this question by dramatizing Scoutantt A 6 O
transition from a perspective of childhood innocence, in which
they assume that people are good because they have never see o
evil, to a more adult perspective, in which they have confronted o
evillgnd must incorporate it into their understanding of the Innocence - Good
world.

Jem & Scout
Adult perspective - Evil




Subtheme

THREAT THAT HATRED, PRE]JUDICE, AND IGNORANCE POSE TO THE

INNOCENT:

Tom Robinson and Boo Radley are
not prepared for the evil that they
encounter, and, as a result, they
are destroyed.

Answer the question HOW they
were destroyed?

Jem s victimized to an extent by his discovery
of the evil of racism during and after the trial.

Whereas Scout is able to maintain her basic
faith in human nature despite Tom’s
conviction, Jem’s faith in justice and in
humanity is badly damaged, and he retreats
into a state of disillusionment.




morallvoice

The moral voice of To Kill a Mockingbird is
embodied by Atticus Finch, who is virtually
uniqgue in the novel Iin that he has
experienced! and undernstood! evill without
losing his faith in the human capacity for
goodness




Atticus understands that, rather than being
simply creaturessaffgoadi or creatures:of

evill, most people have botlgood and bad
gualities.




The important thing Is to

appreciate-the-goodiqualities
and

undernstandithecbadigualities
by treating others with sympathy and trying to
see life from their perspective.




He tries to teach this
ultimate moral lesson
to Jemand Scout
to show them that it Is possible
to live with conscience
without losing hopeor becoming
cynical.




Example:

Atticus is able to@dMIre mrs.$ AT OAE O Al OO
even whnedeploring her racism.
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defined by her gradual development toward
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when, In the final chapters, Scout at last sees

BooRadleyas ahuman being .




Her newfound abillity to view the world from

his perSDECtiveensures that she

will not become jaded as she loses her
Innocence.




The Importance of Moral Education

Because exploration of the

1 TOAIT 60 1 AOCAO 11 OAI N RrOOEI I
takes place within the 4 ) D A
perspective of children, the LEdhﬂggon LE?EE?J}';? Leghg%e;teﬂn
education of children is | | |

necessarily involved in the
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themes.




In a sense, the plot of the storgharts: 3 A1 ®nngab

educatiom, and the theme of how children are
educated® how they are taught to move from

innocence to adultheedd> recurs throughout the
novel (at the end of the book, Scout even says that she has

leamedipractically everythingrexcept
algebra))




This theme Is explored
most powerfully through
the relationship between

Atticus and his children, . FIEEER
as he devotes himself to
instilling a social

conscience inJemand

Scout.




The scenes aSCHOOI provide a dinect
countenpombt 61 ' OOEADOEO AEEAA
children: S

who are eith

to ... é<
hypocritical .



