


The Coexistence of Good and Evil 
 

0 exploration of the moral nature of human beingsɂthat is, 
whether people are essentially good or essentially evil. 

 
 
0 approaches this question by dramatizing Scout and *ÅÍȭÓ 

transition from a perspective of childhood innocence, in which 
they assume that people are good because they have never seen 
evil, to a more adult perspective, in which they have confronted 
evil and must incorporate it into their understanding of the 
world. 
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Subtheme  



The moral voice of To Kill a Mockingbird is 
embodied by Atticus Finch, who is virtually  
unique in the novel in that he has 
experienced  and understood  evil  without  
losing his faith in the human capacity for 
goodness. 

moral voice  



Atticus understands that, rather than being 
simply creatures of good or creatures of 
evil , most people have both good and bad 
qualities. 



The important thing is to  
 

appreciate the good qualities   
and  

understand the bad qualities   
by treating others with sympathy and trying to 

see life from their perspective. 



He tries to teach this  
ultimate moral lesson  

to Jem and Scout 
 to show them that it is possible 

to live with conscience  
without losing hope or becoming 

cynical. 



Atticus is able to admire Mrs. $ÕÂÏÓÅȭÓ ÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ 

even while deploring her racism. 

Example: 



3ÃÏÕÔȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÁÓ Á ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÖÅÌ ÉÓ 
defined by her gradual development toward 
ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ !ÔÔÉÃÕÓȭÓ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓȟ ÃÕÌÍÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ 
when, in the final chapters, Scout at last sees 

Boo Radley as a human being . 



Her newfound ability to view the world from 

his perspective ensures that she 

will not become jaded as she loses her 
innocence. 



Because exploration of the 
ÎÏÖÅÌȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ ÍÏÒÁÌ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ 
takes place within the 
perspective of children, the 
education of children is 
necessarily involved in the 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÖÅÌȭÓ 
themes.  
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In a sense, the plot of the story charts  3ÃÏÕÔȭÓ moral 
education , and the theme of how children are 

educatedɂhow they are taught to move from 

innocence to adulthood ɂrecurs throughout the 

novel (at the end of the book, Scout even says that she has 

learned practically everything except 
algebra).  



This theme is explored 
most powerfully through 
the relationship between 
Atticus and his children, 
as he devotes himself to 
instilling a social 
conscience in Jem and 
Scout.  
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The scenes at school  provide a direct 
counterpoint ÔÏ !ÔÔÉÃÕÓȭÓ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ 

children: Scout is frequently confronted with teachers 

who are either frustratingly unsympathetic 
to �…�Š�‹�Ž�†�”�‡�•�ï�•���•�‡�‡�†�•���‘�”���•�‘�”�ƒ�Ž�Ž�›��
hypocritical . 


